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The religious, spiritual and cultural sites of indigenous peoples, including the
Ktunaxa Nation in Canada, the Aboriginal people of Australia, the Maya of
Guatemala and the Amazigh peoples, continue to face destruction. This has
profoundly negative impacts on indigenous peoples, including affecting their
sacred practices. Consistent with articles 11, 12, 13, 19, 25, 31 and 32 of the
United Nations Declaration and paragraphs 20 and 27 of the outcome document
of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, the Permanent Forum
recommends that, in their national action plans, strategies and other measures,
States:
(a) Take effective measures to ensure that indigenous peoples’ spiritual and
cultural sites are protected;
(b) Ensure that, consistent with article 32 of the United Nations Declaration,
indigenous peoples are not forced to defend these rights against proposed
development projects or through litigation in courts;
(c) Actively resolve disputes directly with indigenous peoples, consistent with
article 19 of the United Nations Declaration, given that these rights constitute
critical elements of the survival, dignity and well-being of indigenous peoples.
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