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Paragraph #19 Session #12 (2013)

Full Text

Indigenous persons with disabilities face exceptionally difficult barriers both
because they are indigenous and because they are disabled. The Permanent
Forum recommends that States develop and provide full access to educational
opportunities on an equitable basis and without discrimination for indigenous
persons, as recognized in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples and in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. In particular, the Forum recommends that sign language education
curricula be developed, in consultation with deaf indigenous persons, which
reflect their cultures, issues, needs and preferences. Where there is State or
international cooperation on education, indigenous persons with disabilities
should be included. The Forum recommends that countries that have not yet
ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities do so urgently.
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