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While the concept of indigenous peoples in Africa has been conceptualized and
adopted by African Union bodies, including at the Heads of State summits, there
remains a need to raise awareness of indigenous peoples on the continent and for
robust and effective measures, including legislative measures, to ensure
recognition of and respect for their human rights. Likewise, while the rights of
indigenous peoples have been supported in African courts and in decisions by the
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the African Court on
Human and Peoples’ Rights, gaps in implementation remain widespread. The
Permanent Forum urges the concerned States to implement the decision of the
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, including in the Endorois
case; the order of provisional measures of the African Court on Human and
Peoples’ Rights in the Ogiek case; and the decision of the High Court of Botswana
in the case concerning the Kalahari Game Reserve. These cases are important
because they contribute to the development of jurisprudence on the
implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.
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