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Full Text

The Permanent Forum welcomes the effort of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to establish a regional human rights mechanism and offers its
expertise and cooperation in this matter. The Forum recommends that the
mechanism be called the “ASEAN Human Rights Commission” and that the
commission explicitly recognize indigenous peoples in its terms of reference. We
look forward to a strong commission with full investigatory and implementation
powers, which uses the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples as its framework in dealing with indigenous peoples’ issues. The Forum
also recommends that the commission establish a committee on indigenous
peoples in addition to its proposed committees on migrant workers and women
and children.

Comments

Southeast Asian governments inaugurated the ASEAN Human Rights Commission
on October 23, 2009.
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