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Despite this critical role, community-regulated indigenous midwifery is often
undermined and actively criminalized, to the detriment of the health of
indigenous peoples. To close the gap between indigenous and non -indigenous
health outcomes, the practice of indigenous midwifery must be supported by
state health policy and integration. The right of indigenous peoples to self-
determination extends to their reproductive health, and States should put an end
to the criminalization of indigenous midwifery and make the necessary legislative
and regu latory amendments to legitimize indigenous midwives who are
recognized by their communities as health-care providers. States should also
support the education of new traditional indigenous midwives via multiple routes
of education, including apprenticeship s and the oral transmission of knowledge.

Area of Work
Indigenous Women and Girls, Health


