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The human rights-based approach to development should be operationalized by
States, the United Nations system and other intergovernmental organizations,
inlcuding the international financial institutions, and should be the framework
underpinning the Millennium Development Goals and poverty reduction
strategies, programmes and activities. The recognition of indigenous peoples as
distinct peoples and the respect for their individual and collective human rights,
rights to lands and territories and sustainable use of natural resources are crucial
for achieving a just and sustainable solution to the widespread poverty in their
midst. Relevant international treaties, such as International Labour Organization
(ILO) Convention No. 169, common article 1 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, which declares that "no people shall be deprived of its own means
of subsistence", as well as bilateral State-indigenous treaties or accords, should
be implemented to ensure compliance and implementation


