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Full Text

The Permanent Forum acknowledges the continuing negotiations between the
Nordic States and the Sami peoples towards the adoption of a Nordic Sami
convention. The Forum recommends that the minimum international human
rights standards contained in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples be the framework for all negotiations concerning the
convention and the harmonizing of Sami rights within Nordic countries. It urges
Nordic States to recognize and respect the Sami peoples’ right to self-
determination, to determine their own identity or membership of their institutions
in accordance with their customs and their right not to be subjected to forced
assimilation, consistent with articles 8 and 33 of the Declaration, the conclusions
and recommendations of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous
peoples and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (see
CERD/C/FIN/CO/19, para. 13).
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