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In “a spirit of partnership and mutual respect”, the Permanent Forum emphasizes
the important standards set out in articles 18, 19 and 41 of the Declaration.
Article 18 provides that “indigenous peoples have the right to participate in
decision-making in matters that would affect their rights, through representatives
chosen by themselves in accordance with their own procedures”, and article 19
provides that “States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the
indigenous peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in
order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent before adopting and
implementing legislative or administrative measures that may affect them”. Such
equal, direct and meaningful participation by indigenous peoples throughout all
stages of the World Conference is essential for the international community to
achieve a constructive and comprehensive outcome that will genuinely improve
the status and conditions of indigenous peoples worldwide.
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